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WALNUT GROVE

Clarksville 7. Circa 1785
Private T

Walnut Grove is a two and a half story five pay wide, two bay deep gabled
roof stone structure which features exceptionally fine quoining and unusual
projecting mortar work. |Its central rectangular east and west entrances are
surmounted by transoms and connected by a central hallway.

The building's north and south walls hold double chimneys which are partially
connected, an unusual feature since they more frequently are connected in such
a way as to appear as one massive chimney with separate flues indistinquishable,

The roof treatment of the three dormer windows is similar to Howard Lodge with
its central dormer holding a double window surmounted by a single closed ped-
iment and flanked by single window gabled roof dormers, whose windows hold six-
over-six lites, also surmounted by single closed pediments. Dependencies lie
west and north of the house with a square tent roofed stone well house con-
nected to slave pits which lie on either side of the west porch entrance.

The land on which Walnut Grove stands was a grant of 574 acres which Thomas
Beowne, ''the Patuxent Ranger'' recieved because of his friendship with Captain
John Dorsey, He called it '"Brown's Chance and Captain Dorsey's Friendship"
later selling it to him and relocating in the Woodstock area.

Walnut Grove was built circa 1785 by Coloney Gassaway Watkins who served in the
Revolution from 1776-1783, acquiring the property through his marriage to Ruth
Dorsey of Brown's Chance.

An unusually fine old home located on Howard County's richest farm land, Walnut
Grove is exceptionally well maintained by its present owner Mrs. W. Sears Hebb.
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From Route 29, go west 6 miles on 108 until you reach Sheppard
Lane on your north side. Take your second left and go up the
road which leads to a large stone house, Walnut Grove,
surrounded by barns and farmhouses.

Walnut Grove is a 2% story stone house constructed of
ashlar stone. with exceptionally fine quoining and projecting
mortar work. It is five bays wide and two bays deep with
central rectangular door and transom facing east.

Fenestration is rectangular, double hung with six-over-six
lights. All the windows are decorated with flat stone lintels
and prOJectlng stone sills.

-bouble brick (laid in running bond brick)chim-

neys are located on the south and north walls. Three gabled

dormer windows are inset into the gabled roof. The north and
south dormers hold rectangular windows with six-over-six lights
surmounted by a closed pediment while the central bay dormer
holds double rectangular windows with six-over-six lites
surmounted by a single closed pediment. A simple cornice runs
along the gabled roof.

A flat roofed porch with first floor wooden railing and
matching second floor ballustrade covers the west entrance.
Four doric colummSrest on stone piles which support the porch
roof and ballustrade.The west elevation is similar in all
respects to the east elevation with the exception of 1.) the
porch and 2) only one first floor window on either side of the
central rectangular doorway. A central second floor french
door with 5 - 5 lites and 3-lite transom leads on to the
second floor porch.

A flagstone walkway approaches from the south with a
stone wall which is lined with boxwood.

A basement entrance is located on the south bay of the
west elevation and under the south side of the porch. Casemenf
windows with 4 - 4 lites lie on each side of the basement doorj

Free standing wrought iron lanterns line the criveway up
to the house.

A square tent-roofed stone spring house lies west of the
house with two tenant frame farmhouses and several white
frame outbuildings north-west of it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walnut Grove is outstanding historically and architectural
It is situated on prime agricultural land, Howard County's
limestone valley which runs from Glenelg and stops at Walnut
Grove with a PH level of 7, not too acidic nor too akaline.

From 1929-1959 Walnut Grove was left vacant and during that
time the floor sank and steel beams had to be put into the
house to level them. T ‘

A kitchen has been added to the house, taking a portion of
the original large dining room on its east side.(In the 1700!'S5
the basement was used for preparing food. A five foot fireplad
remains). Two very deep pits are located behind the house
which were connected to the spring house and were used by
slaves. The walls of the house are three and a half feet thick
A central hall holds a major staircase which goes all the way
up to the third floor. The interior features original crown
molding throughout the house.

A grave yard with 100-125 pound stoneslies on the, property.

In 1785 Colonel Gassaway Watkins of the Clarksville area
a revolutionary war hero, built.Walﬁﬁt Grove for his Wife,
Ruth Dorsey, daughter of Captain John Dorsey of Brown's Chance

Celia Holland relates the following brief history of the
land which is noteworthy: The land itself, which then totalld

some 600 acres, is of interest. On July 3, 1702, Thomas Browne

with Captain John, he called Brown's Chance and Captain Dorse}
Friendship, on which he built a "habitation." Nineteen days

later, on July 22, 1702 Charles Carroll the Settler patented
the original 7,000 acres of Doohoregan, later spelled Doughorg

ly.
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Holland, Celia.
1975.

Landmarks of Howard County, Maryland.

Grove at Walnut Grove, November - 1976.

Interview with Mr. W. Sears Hebb, Jr., son of the owner of Walnut

University Par

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CO
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

TES

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUOE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 4 . L] o [ L] o ] - Y- 1 cy »
NE [-] » [ ) [-] ’ »
SE ° ’ - ° ' -
SW o ’ » 3 ’ »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

?Acreage Justification:

. Tax Map 28, Blk 14 p. 74
1'326-283

1256.227 Acres

"11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist

ORGANIZATION

Howard County Office of Planning and Zoning

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

3450 Court House Drive

STATE

Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:

21043

E1licott City

lgtate Liaison Officer Review:

(0Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
0O State [ O

National Local

Signature

338§

SNOI1LONAYLSNI



Marvland
or Site Visit, June 55, [%8d - Crlando Zidout 7V,
cek, Jr., J. Rodney Little:
loscription
¢ Grove Farm 1s iocated on the west side of Shepherd's Lane
oximately 1% miles due north of Clarksville in Howard County,
ancd. The early house and assoclated buildingSare located on
30 grcound with the house oriented on a nerth-south axis and the
;rincipal facade facing east to the rcad.
cae early dwelling house known as Walnut Grove is o large 2% story
DNE 10USe maEasurin ny five bays wide and twe rooms deep. A sincle
flush kprick chimney i3 centered on the north gable and »aired
tLusk brick chimneys joined by a brick parapet wall are centered
the scutn end of the pitched cavle roof
tacade facesz e@ast to Shepherd's Lane. It is a3 symmetrical
acade with central entrance riinnked bv two €/6 windows on
ive 6/6 windows are rangaed acrass sne second sztory. The
slsts of double paneled docrs below a four-light transom
d with paneled scffit and “ambs. The three- ranel doors
=ls have =zquare-section panel profiles tvpical of the
century A modern reproduction pilastered dcor surround
dec¢ in recent vears. Small three-light celiar wi.dows
o below each of the four first story windows, flanking
e stone steps to the entrance. Two 6/6 pitched rocof dormer windows
rani a larger central dormer with paired 6/6 sash. These dormers
ive modern with Federal period detail but may replace early or
riginal dormers.,
e on the front facade is laid in relatively rarndom
ing roughly worked limestone. The corners are accented
er, mcrg carefully worked rectangular stones creating a
=ffect, and large dressed stones serve as lintels and sills.
are particularly refined, with CaIDfLLly dressed and bevel
to improve the run-off water. The roof is covered with

the eave is boxed and trimmed with a beaded frieze

L5 2

tsphalt shingles

ed

RPN
naocw

warc balow the SOfLLu.
ath gable wall is pierced onlv by tnhree cpen -1gs. one n/h Wir
west bay of the first story, one /6 qdo in the center of
Lrd story, znd a sirgle thres-licgh ce;lar window in the center
foundation. The stonewerk on this cable facade is comparable
a1l and guality to the front facade. Remnants of early white-
e visikble on the lower porcion of the wail, suggesting the
1o may once have keen whitowasshad.
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mothe novhtn gabla wall, *here iz oa single, narrow 44 wiadow offset
of center on the firet story, a pair of 4/1 windows t95 tre
west on the second stor 3 and a single four-lilight window

:n the canter of the third story. The stcnewor matches the front

Tacader the {iush brich chlmney is laid in common kond.

-+

O the rear facade, =z single deoor is lorated in the center bay of
tue Tirst story, flanked by single 6/¢ windows he ncerth window
shows evidence of being converted from a door. On the second, a
sirjle c¢oor is flanked by one 6/6 window to th2 north and two 6/6
windows to the south. A two story twentieth century porch is
cencered on this facade, pr Gumablv replacing an earlier, larger
rorch.  The cellar wall is fully expeosed ¢n this facade, with dcors
aind windows opening intoc a pair of small co ourtyards flanking the

ar zorch. These walled yards are traditionally referred to as
ave pies”, but the scurce of this term is not known.

wsS; th

terior of the house is laid out in a full Gecrgian pl
Srowivsuaily wide center stailr passage. The stair rises ag
F 1l of the passage to an intermediate landing ag
the wesw wall, then turns 180 degrees and continues to the s
s t i# an open-string stair with handsome sliend
sguare balusters, and a simple rounded
¢z 1s rabbeted but otherwise plain. An
*elnw “hﬂ first floor stair serves an cpe
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large rectangular rooms to the scuth of the vassage

v fireplace caentersd on the south gable wall. These

ces are fitted with large, handsome mantel pieces

¥ thi2 Greek Revival period (circa 1830-50s). Half-columns
‘ireplace opening and support plain sideblocks, a paneled

complex molded shelf that breaks forward above the

. Greek ogee moldings are predominant in combiration

s of fillets. Beaded architrave trim with ogere/astragal

used th*nughout the first story, including a large

cpening joining the two south parlors. A bolection mold

L1 appears to be a recent feature; the moided baseboard

te be recent but is typical of the latter half of the

L century Six-panel doors with mid-nireteenth century

ve been refitted with reproduction =sighteenth century
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t th of the passage there is one large formal room with
raplace tu the northeast, with a smaller kitchen and bath to the
thwest. The larger roonr is heated by a fireplace centered on
2 north gable wall. This fireplace is fitted with a pilastered

?reek Revival mantel and is flanked by built-in cupboards fitted
d;ih aandsome glass dJdoors. The same Greek Revival architrave trim
uivaves in this room; the chair rail and cornice aprear to be

. The flooring in this rocom is also narrow replacement

; i Tontrast to the early, wide flosring found in the
weszage and acouth parlors.
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been reénovated on several cccasions. The
but the fireplace has beer. blocked.

as heen ncdified to a limited

‘iginally of 2 standard Secrgian o

the front or east end of the 11

rth ¢f the passace have bes=n ce

and clesets. FEariy details on this floor
fit and Jambs cf the cpenings in © north
ree ol Lerna Greok reviwval and
oring.

. - g 4 " i- . ] . - N 3 - .
Eoen =y oo othe third story with o
C hs

- Lhe
=t ~himnsv 2
include fireplaces. lewn cei
in o th® north rooms.

Stiructures: At least four other buildings associatea with
ain house survive on the irmediate grounds. Thess include
bral roef tenant nhouse that is said te be of lig construction,

frame house 2% the =2duge of the lawn, a meat housce and =

ice house/dairy.

cemetery located to the north of the hcuse is care-
:ed. The tombstcnes inciude Cclcnel Gassaway Watkins
lzancra B. Watkins (third wife of Colonel Watkins;
hn $. Watkins (died 1893), Eliza Linthlvum (died 1899)
apster (died 183Q0).
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Walnut Grove

continued

When surveyed, Doughoregan extended "from the Patuxent by a blind
path to Thomas Browne's plantation and to four Indian cabins and
thence to some oaks." Despite his fame as the original "ranger" in
this area, Thomas Browne did not remain on this early grant but sold
the land to Captain Dorsey before relocating at Woodstock where he
settled. His "habitation" is thought to have been the small two room
structure which still stands on the edge of the lawn at Walnut Grove.
For these reasons Walnut Grove should be considered for inclusion

into The National Register of Landmarks and any future local landmark
legislation.
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